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     60th 

 Anniversary 

A Note from the editor:  

I just want to thank  those that  make the newsletter possible.  Thanks to those that shared their ex-

periences in a new section called “Whatcha Doing” (please continue to send me your “Whatcha Do-

ing” experiences). Thanks to Dave Dolan for another new section called “Going Back in Time” and 

thanks to  President Bubba Carr for keeping us informed in his monthly letter, to Barry Roper for al-

ways keeping us up to date with the  happenings at the National Corvette Museum and to Dean 

Maddern for this months update on club radios.  

It’s people like them and so many others that  make this the “Best Corvette Club in the World” . 



A Message from the President  
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Dear Fellow CCR Members, 

Spring is here, and we are too!  We know the meaning of the word “postpone”.  That is what is happening a 

lot with all the many events and travel plans being postponed for the Club.  We are waiting on the Governor 

to release the restrictions; however, we don’t want to rush or come back too soon. 

Our Board just had another meeting.  We are working hard behind the scene and are very anxious to move 

forward. 

May 8th General Membership Meeting has been cancelled, as well as, our Roundup which has been postponed 

until the Fall.  If we could have a June 6th Roundup, we need more time to prepare.  We will talk about this 

later.   

We have plans for our 60th Anniversary to be held in August and are moving forward. 

We have been doing our Board meetings by conference calls.  We will soon be doing events when it is safe 

for everyone. 

I am sorry to report the passing of one of our members, Richard Orrock.  We will miss him dearly.  He was 

loved by our Club. Also, I just found out that Brent Tyree, a  past member and a past President off CCR has 

passed. Our thoughts and prays go out to their families and friends.  

Our next Board Meeting by conference call will be May 21, 2020 at 7:00 pm. 

June 12, 2020 is still set for our next General Membership meeting.  We will keep you informed of the loca-

tion before the meeting.   

I know we all want to get started with activities again, but safety is our first priority.  Keep reading the news-

letter and visit our website for information and updates. 

Call me, 804-356-8731, or email me at Hubbabubbacarr@yahoo.com for any questions, comments or con-

cerns.   

Best Wishes and Remember to Save the Wave.  Life is a Highway, and I am looking forward to driving my 

Corvettes with my best friends. 

Your CCR Friend, 

Bubba Carr 

mailto:Hubbabubbacarr@yahoo.com
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May  2  Zip Corvette Cruise-in (POSTPONED) 

 

May 8  Membership Meeting (Southside) (CANCELLED 

 

May 29   Vette’s at Waterside (POSTPONED) 

   New Date July 10 and 11 

 

June 6   CCR Roundup @ CMA (POSTPONED) 

 

June 12  Membership Meeting (Southside) 

           After Meeting Social: TBD 

 

July 10   Membership Meeting (Westend)  

           After Meeting Social: TBD 

 

July 10,11  Vette’s at Waterside  (Non CCR Event) 

 

August 22  CCR’s 60th Anniversary Celebration 

 

For event details, please see the website, www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com  

Officers for 2020 
PRESIDENT  
Bubba Carr  (804) 356-8731  
 
VICE PRESIDENT  
Walter Johnson (804) 737-5685 
 

TREASURER  
Paul Murman  (804) 748-7695  
 
RECORDING SECRETARY 
Noël Woodward  (804) 3842511 

 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR  
Mike Todd (804) 869-6836 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY  
Peggy Maloy  (804) 794-4002 
 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS  
Bob Darling (804) 389-1380 
 
HISTORIAN  
David Dolan  (804) 346-5266  
 
WEBMASTER  
Penny Johnson  (804) 737-5685 
 
EVENTS COORDINATOR 
Belinda Darling (804) 389-4865 

Page 3 



 

Page 4 Club Radios—Update 

Club Radios 

For those member that have participated in club cruises and caravans you know how much fun it is. Just getting to an 

event with your fellow club members is an enjoyable part of any event.  What could be more fun than driving your Cor-

vette on some of the most picturesque roads in Virginia and beyond.  The experienced is enhanced even more if you 

are able to stay in communication with the group.  

You're certainly are not required to purchase a radio to participate in club events but we believe you will find it ex-

tremely beneficial. It is important that any radio you purchase must be capable of being programed to the clubs fre-

quency.  

Dave Dolan has provided information on the Motorola  BPR40 which runs about $204.  You can buy a radio on internet 

or anywhere but he recommends Radio Communications of Virginia (See contact information below).  They have them 

in stock and will program it for you.  See their contact information below. Be sure to tell them we broadcast on VHF 

154.57 / PL 74.4 

Club members have used Motorola radios for years and they have proven to be very reliable. 

Radio Communications of Virginia 
Elaine Mitchell / Account Manager 

1282 Mountain Road, Glen Allen VA 23060-4095 
Office: 804-266-8999/Cell: 804-337-1528/ Fax: 804-262-6846 

Emitchell@rcvinc.com 
 

Information on second option is provided by Dean Maddern: 

The BaoFeng-UV-82C-Dual-Band-Transceiver is proving to be a viable alternative. Several member have recently pur-

chased these radios and have been pleased with their performance. They are the ONLY FCC approved radios and have a 

USA warranty. They can run 1 or 5 watts, come with everything needed and Dean will program them for club members.  

No need to order programming cable and software. No one who has one has had problems so they are a distinctly bet-
ter radio than some radios we have used before.  They cost $56.00. 

The radio is available directly from “baofengtech.com/uv-82C”. It is also available from other sources, ebay and others, 

but the important thing to remember is it must be the uv-82c.  There are other uv-82 models but the uv-82c is the FCC 

approved radio. 

  Information update on Club Radios from Dean Maddern 

Sure miss the club meetings and activities!!!! 

Hope you folks are doing well, we're fine, just bored. 

I have been using another make of radio for local monitoring and it died yesterday. It will be re-

placed with a Baofeng 82C which the club uses. I looked on Amazon and it's listed at $74.95 - 

ouch, went up. Then I looked on Baofengtech.com - the US distributor/repair facility.  They have 

them at $54.95.  Yea !!!  If anyone asks, please direct them to the distributor's site.  Thanks. 

Best regards, 

Dean Maddern 

mailto:Emitchell@rcvinc.com
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   Revs & Rumbles @ the NCM 
by Barry Roper, NCM Ambassador / Lifetime Member #2415 

NCM News 

Even as May of 2020 arrives, previous routines of our daily lives continue to 
elude most of us.  Regardless, the National Corvette Museum, never an entity 
satisfied to live with the status quo, continues to bring forth programs that 
offer opportunities for the Corvette faithful while hopefully creating at least 
some revenue stream for the struggling non-profit organization.  One of the 
challenges facing many institutions is how to create a legacy interest. 

With that in mind, the NCM has rolled out its Next Generation Membership.  
The hope is to foster children's interest in Corvette and the Corvette Museum 
with the ultimate goal of keeping the hobby thriving through the next genera-
tion of members/supporters.  Revenue from these memberships go directly to 
develop and enhance the educational programs at the NCM.   

The Next Generation Membership program is for children ages birth to 18.  The 
benefits of membership are free admission to the NCM, a 10% discount in the 
Store, a free cookie in the Cafe when visiting the Museum, discounts on NCM 
sponsored children's programs, a membership packet including a toy Corvette 
when first joining, a quarterly emailed newsletter, and a birthday gift each year.  
The cost/donation is a one-time amount that covers the Next Generation child 
until the age of 18.  The two price brackets are based on the child's age at time 
of joining.  Children age 0-9 are $400 and those age 10-18 are $200.  If interest-
ed, contact Bobbie Jo Lee @ (270) 467-8833. 
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The following are the experiences of some our members as we 
shelter in place during this COVID-19 pandemic.  

If you would like to share how you are coping with the situation 
with your fellow club members let us know. You never know how 
sharing what you are doing may help or inspire a fellow club mem-
ber. 

Send pictures and/or comment to Mike Todd, Newsletter Editor at 
mike67c2@verizon.net 

 

Joseph and Deborah  Childress  

For Deborah and me, the changes in lifestyle are actually pretty minimal. Since our children are all out of the area, 
we wouldn't have seen the girls since Christmas anyway.  We've had to cease our usual weekly lunch out, but do 
order takeaway instead. I now restrict grocery shopping to once a week during the "senior hour" at Kroger.  
 
I have used some of the extra free time for longer drives in the 'vette -- about the only thing we can do out of 
doors.  We take a 60 mile route up to Goochland CH, north to Rte 250 (Broad Street Road) on Rte 522, east on Rte 
250 and then doubling back on Fairgrounds Rd, and home on Rte 6.  
 
I'm also walking several times a week in the neighborhood, a 1.3 mile loop.  Deborah and I even took a 3-mile walk 
in the city, Monument Ave and The Boulevard.  Now I'm waiting for some warmer weather so I can give the cars a 
good cleaning and waxing. 

Robert & Judy Anderson. 

I’ve owned this 76 since October 13th 1990. I am currently giving it its 3rd life. 

mailto:mike67c2@verizon.net
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Dave, Lori and  Jesse Dolan 
 

Being over 65 and retired, staying home is pretty easy for us but we do miss our CCR 

friends, meetings and events.  Oh yeah, we definitely miss our vacations and out of town 

gambling trips.   

 

After the 4/23 Board Meeting, Dave told me members would be asked to submit pictures of 

what they're doing these days.  Ha ha, we're getting a jump on folks and are submitting 

something for the May newsletter. 

 

Below,  see me dusting my Vette in our garage (mask not needed but I wanted you to see the SMILE I added to it).   

 

The next picture is of Dave and Jesse from Saturday, 4/25 which was our date for our annual crab cruise to Capt. Billy's.  

In memory of the event, we had fried and steamed shrimp, hush puppies, onion rings and tater tots.  Oh yeah...plenty of 

beer!  We didn't get King Crab Legs or our ice cream afterwards like we normally get at Hornes, but the "ride home" was 

easy!  (Anyone recognize the plastic ware or bent silverware?) 

Ok, that was us on 4/25.  What have you all been up to?  Let us see your pics next month!!  

Whatcha Doing  
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Walter and Penny Johnson  
 

Getting ready to ride out in our 2003 Convertible Corvette.  We have been stuck in the 
house since March 13, so we decided to take our Corvette out for a evening spin.  We've 
had some pretty days, just wish we could see our CCR family and friends.  But don't worry 
we will be together again real soon.  In the meantime, take care, be safe and keep loving 
your Corvettes. 

 

"Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time 
to understand more, so that we may fear less." 
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Mike and Peggy Todd 

Like everyone else we are just hanging around the house  and also like many others in the club 
we are retired so things are not a lot different.  However we did have daily routines that have 
changed so without that structure it is sometimes hard to remember what day it is. Thank good-
ness for the newspaper.  

Peggy has been enjoying more reading time and occasionally sitting outside in the sun.  Which 
for a redhead or as she says “strawberry blond” she knows she is not supposed do, but justifies 
it by saying she is getting her natural vitamin D (She at least put on lots of sun screen). 

Peggy and Bailey (our 1 year our puppy ) still take their evening walks with the neighbors and 
their dogs maintaining their social distance. The rest of the day when Bailey is not helping in 
the garage we are playing in the yard.   

We occasionally take one of the Corvette’s out for 
an evening cruise often to pick up “take out“ from 
one of the local restaurants in Powhatan or to just 
enjoy  the scenic backroads in Powhatan County.  

Bailey really enjoys having her people home 24/7 to 
give her undivided attention. We say it is in her 
DNA (Dog Needs Attention). The cat, JC doesn't 
seem to care if we are here or not as long as there 
is food in her bowl.   

We are catching up on a number of chores around 
the house, yard and garage that we didn't seem to 
have time for before so there are positives in this 
situation. I replaced the florescent lights in the gar-
age with LED’s. It made a huge difference. Now I 
can see all of the dust and dirt on the walls and 
floor but the cars sure look good.  

Anyway that’s about all the excitement here in Pow-
hatan. We hope everyone is well and we are really 
looking forward to when we are together again 
cruising with all of you in search of another great 
place to eat.  

Stay safe. 
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Barry and Karen Roper 

Good Day to the Corvette Deprived! 
 
To the question of 'what's goin' on', we'd usually say same old, same old, except that's not really true now. 
 
I guess we always say 'hope you've been well' but we really mean it now that the current circumstances are ruling our 
daily lives.  Karen and I have been staying in tight.  We'd talked earlier about how if we were a bunch of years younger 
we'd very much consider offering our nurse/physician experience to assist with patient management.  However, it's all 
about particularly trying to protect the senior (elderly!) segment of the population and, sad to say, we ARE that demo-
graphic so we deemed the risks to outweigh the benefits here. 
 
We'd like to know what's going on with you but we hope you're playing on the safe side for real.  It's certainly 
'surreal' (the recently most overused term except 'unprecedented') to be participating in days and weeks and now 
months during which almost nothing is as usual but here we are.  It'll be great to see your faces when finally the legiti-
mate opportunity arises for congregating again.  We had been scheduled to depart this past weekend for the Outer 
Banks to spend two weeks sharing a rental home in Corolla with my brother and sister-in-law.  But . . . que sera sera; 
no outside renters are being allowed through Dare Co and into Currituck Co until at least May 15th. 
 
Karen has been very creative with our meals and we've really been enjoying both familiar and new menu items, even 
with the somewhat marginal assistance provided by her attentive but less than experienced in-house sous chef.  
We've also taken our meals on the patio whenever weather permitted. 
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Barry and Karen Roper—Cont.  

Last, entertainment has been obtained wherever it might be discovered.  In addition to or in spite of NetFlix, Amazon 

Prime, and others, there's still other amusement out there.  For example, there's Corona Checkers to play.   

What's that you say?  Well, in this version, a non-regulation board is created and opponents are bottles of red wine 
and white wine.  Checker style play ensues and when a King is created, the bottle is crowned with a shot glass.  Win-
ner of the Red/White competition gets to select the next wine to be opened.  Team substitutions are allowed, with 

beer, whiskey, Pepsi, etc. competing!  Idle minds are indeed the Devil's workshop.  Enjoy   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We're thinking of all our CCR family during these times . . .  



     Welcome new Members !!!   
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                                                                                  Becoming a Member of the CCR 
 
In 1960, a small group of Corvette enthusiasts began to gather on a regular basis for fun and fellowship.  The first official meeting 
took place in July 1961.  CCR is the oldest Corvette club in Virginia with a membership approaching 400.  
To be eligible for regular membership, you must be a person of good character and own a Corvette. You must attend at least one 
meeting or event. If you don’t own a Corvette, an “associate membership” is available. Associates can participate in all events and 
functions but have no voting rights. You’ll make good friends, have fun and learn more about Corvettes. Club meetings are at 7:30 
p.m. on the second Friday of each month. After the meetings, there is a social where you can enjoy socializing with other club 
members. 
Annual dues are $25 for pilots or $35 for both the pilot and co-pilot (includes spouse or significant other). A membership applica-
tion can be found on the CCR website: www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com.  

 
There are a number of new members whose applications have been 

approved by the Board but await the vote of the membership for final 

approval.  That can not happen until we are able to hold our next  gen-

eral membership meeting. 

For those with pending memberships, please bare with us.  We will re-

sume the induction process as soon as it is safe to do so.  

http://www.corvetteclubofrichmond.com


May’s Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to those members celebrating birthdays.   

May there be a shiny, new surprise in your driveway. 
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Page Campbell   5/04 

Hazel Taylor  5/06 

Terry Corbin   5/09 

Beth Hase   5/09 

Jeff Kleb   5/09 

Karen Blake  5/12 

Billy Faulkner   5/13 

Dave Dolan   5/17 

Valencia Short  5/17 

Shawn Moorer  5/18 

Bill Hase    5/20 

David Burt   5/21 

Tiffany Wilson  5/22 

Linda Hansard  5/27 

Wayne Alexander 5/31 



The following events has been temporally postponed. 

New date will be posted here and on the CCR Website 
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Appintizer Party @ Uptown Alley 

OD—Belinda Darling 
 

2020 Crab Cruise to Capitan Billy’s 
ODs:  Lori & Dave Dolan 

 
9th Annual—Zip Corvette Cruise– In 

CCR Sponsor 
 

Corvette Club of Richmond 23rd Roundup 
CCR-Bubba Carr 
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Important Message from Beachcombers Corvette Club  

All,  

I am writing to you this evening with some news regarding Vettes at Waterside District. After the brief-
ing from the Governor today, it has been decided to postpone our Vettes at Waterside District Event. 
The closer we get to May, the more it looks like it will take some time before things are normal again. I 
have been able to communicate with our entire BCC board tonight and have also spoken with Wes at 
Hendrick’s Chevrolet and we have decided to move our date to mid summer.  The new date for 2020 
Vettes at Waterside District is going to be July 10 and 11. Waterside District has locked us in for those 
dates.  

Everything else will be the same as before we will simply move to those dates. We will still host the 
Friday evening “Meet & Greet” and we will still park Corvettes on Saturday. If you have already regis-
tered and you are good with the new dates, you don’t need to do anything. If the new date does not 
work for your schedule, your registration will be refunded.  

We have some additional details to work out like notifying our vendors, changing Eventbrite and noti-
fying the clubs and people that received our mass email. Those things will be addressed in the next few 
days. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me at 757-651-0462. I urge you all to stay safe 
and pray for your health and happiness during this time of social distancing.  

Regards,  

Jimmy—Beachcomber Corvette Club  

VETTES AT WATERSIDE DISTRICT 

NEW DATE JULY 10 AND 11 



UPCOMING EVENT 

To All Corvette Enthusiasts,  

The Beachcombers Corvette Club and Rick Hendrick Chevrolet of Norfolk are 
proud to host Vettes at Waterside District. Once again, Corvettes will line the 

Waterside District riverfront promenade on Saturday, July 11, 2020 from 10:00 
am to 4:00 pm. Participation in this unique Corvette only gathering is limited to 

the first 120 pre-registered cars. Register today before it’s sold out.  

Registration will include access to our private Friday evening “Meet & Greet” in 
the Harbor Club at Waterside District including 2 free drink tickets and passed 

appetizers, Saturday car entry to the riverfront promenade and 10% discounts 
at all participating Waterside District venues. Due to pedestrian traffic on the 
riverfront promenade and the adjacent Town Point Park, all cars must be parked 

by 10:00 am and remain in place until 4:00 pm.  

To make it convenient for our guests, discounted hotel rates are offered at the 
Norfolk Sheraton Waterside, adjacent to Waterside District. Additional hotel res-
ervation and booking information is available on the Beachcombers Corvette 
Club webpage.  

An event flyer and the registration form is attached. You may also register 
online at https://vettesatwaterside.eventbrite.com and additional information 

can be found at http://www.beachcomberscorvetteclub.com, or by contacting: 

Jimmy Clemmer  
Jclemmer78@cox.net This e-mail address is being protected from spam bots, 

you need JavaScript enabled to view it  
757-651-0462  

Additional Norfolk attractions can be found at https://www.visitnorfolk.com/ in-
cluding NAUTICUS, a Maritime-Themed Science Center and Museum and the 
Battleship USS Wisconsin, MacArthur Mall, The Chrysler Museum, The American 

Rover, The Spirit of Norfolk and Norfolk Tides Baseball. 
We hope you’ll join us for a fun filled Corvette weekend. 

VETTE’S AT WATERSIDE—Cont. 
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mailto:Jclemmer78@cox.net


UPCOMING EVENT 

Save the Date-CCR’s 60th Anniversary Celebration  
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A return to the Duncan Import/Classic Car Collection 2020 Edition 

September 18th, 19th, 20th 

OD John Rhodes/Mike Todd 

(Soliciting Interest) 

 
We are proposing a long weekend beginning 
with a trip to Mariners Landing at Smith 
Mountain Lake on Friday September 18th, 
where after a nice cruise through the country 
we can relax, enjoy dinner at the Mariners 
Landing Restaurant, followed with an even-
ing social in a Tower Suite.  

Saturday morning on the 19th we will gather 
for breakfast at a place TBD and then cruise 
to Christiansburg for a self-guided tour of the 
Duncan Car Collection. After touring the Duncan collection we cruise to The Farmhouse 
Restaurant for an early dinner followed by a cruise back to Mariners Landing for another 
evening social in the Tower Suite.   

On Sunday morning, the 20th, we will have breakfast at the hotel and cruise to Roanoke to 
visit the Rocky Sink collection of Chevrolet and General Motors memorabilia. On the way 
home we will stop at the Waterfront Restaurant in Farmville for lunch/dinner. 

This will make for a very busy weekend but as always you can pick and choose what part 
of the events you want to participate in.  

At this point John has received the OK from Mr. Duncan to tour his collection on the 19th 
and has a call into Mariners Landing but beyond that we have not reached out to anyone 
else to make arrangements. 

If you are interested in participating in all or part of this event let John Rhodes
(rhodes301@verizon.net, 804-955-5894) or Mike Todd (mike67c2@verizon.net, 804-869-
6836) know no later than the June 12th CCR meeting. If there is enough interest we will 
do our best to make it happen.  

UPCOMING EVENT—SOLICITING INTEREST Page 18 

mailto:rhodes301@verizon.net
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Going Back in Time with CCR 

The Year…2006 

 

(David Dolan, CCR Historian) 

 

 

Hello, CCR Members and Web Readers!  As you know, I am the historian of CCR’s archives.  
With CCR shut down due to COVID-19, I thought I'd rerun this series of articles I did back in 
2011 in our newsletter.  Over the next few months you will go back in time with me as I review 
the history of CCR in 5-year time blocks.  

 

The year is 2006 and it started this way… 

 

Ray Wells was president and newsletter editors were Sue Ann & Rob Bickert.  At mid-year, CCR 
membership stood at 253.  In 2006, Earl & Linda Smithson and Kirby & Marcie Montgomery 
joined the Club (back in January 2011 when this article first appeared, Earl was our new presi-
dent and Kirby was our new treasurer).   

 

The charities we supported included:   

Katrina Relief Fund,  

Toys for Tots,  

Bunny Run to Children’s Hospital,  

Veterans’ Hospital, and 

Goodie Bags for our Troops in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.   

 

Webmaster Jesse Dolan started a new photo gallery system for us called Coppermine.  An ex-
ample from one of our classifieds ads was asking $11,500 for a 1995 C4 Coupe.  Our sponsors 
included Zip Products (our primary sponsor), and additional sponsors were Heritage Chevrolet, 
Strosnider Chevrolet and Luck Chevrolet.   

 

We had too many events to list them all, but here are a few we did:  Atlantic City Bus Trip to try 
our luck at the Tropicana Casino, Peanut Run to Smithfield Station, and CCR caravanned to Co-
lonial Downs for a day of horse racing fun.  A New Year’s Eve Gala in Williamsburg, VA gave CCR 
a perfect ending to 2006. 
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Super Chevy Tech Tips  

Working on and maintaining your Corvette is supposed to be fun, but there are times when you run 
into a mechanical brick wall that seems almost insurmountable. Sure, you can throw $100 bills at 
the Corvette mechanic to overcome the obstacle, but that isn't always necessary. While there is no 
question that money and preparation are precariously linked on the path to improved Corvette per-
formance, in many cases cubic dollars can be supplanted by ingenuity. That's where we step in. 
 
We've poked, we've prodded, and we've generally nosed around until we found 101 (Tips 43 thru 
53) included this Month) ways to make your Corvette faster, easier to work on, and make the de-
tails shine. Some of the ideas we discovered are safety-oriented while others are simply good, old -
fashioned "time savers"; but nonetheless, they all make life in the Corvette fast lane a bunch easier. 
Pick and choose the tips that suit your Corvette. We're positive that you too can work on your pride 
and joy without breaking the bank! 
 
43. FLOAT FINE-TUNE 
If the engine in your early Corvette runs uneven or surges, the float-level setting could be the cul-
prit. Remove the bowl, flip it over, and have a look at the float location. Adjust it (with the external 
hardware) to a point where the top (now bottom) of the float is parallel (square) with the inside of 
the bowl. This is the preliminary adjustment. Fine-tuning will be accomplished when the engine is 
running. Repeat the process with the second bowl. And if it's a Tri-power car, repeat once more. 
 
44. SOLDERING STUFF 
When working on the electrical system of your Corvette and you need to solder wire together, use 
resin core solder. It's the best bet for the application. Keep in mind this stuff isn't cheap. But in this 
case, you likely don't need to buy it in huge quantities. It's an old tip, but it's still appropriate. 
 
45. FOILING FILTERS 
How many of you have an oil filter wrench that slips? Plenty, we'll bet. Instead of buying another 
wrench and finding that it slips after a short period of time, try this: Wrap several layers of electrical 
tape around the circumference of the wrench. Then try the wrench. Magic! The wrench doesn't slip. 
 
46. VANISHING FUEL 
Let's say you don't use your vintage Corvette for some time, particularly in the summer. If that's the 
case, gas tends to evaporate from the fuel bowl (remember, these cars don't have an electric fuel 
pump as do late-model EFI models). As a result, you'll spend considerable time cranking the en-
gine in order for the fuel pump to fill the float bowl (mechanical pumps). To stop the strain on the 
starter and battery, try this: Use a small funnel with an inner diameter of 3/8 inch, place it over the 
float-bowl vent tube, and pour a small amount of gas into the bowl. Bingo. The Corvette will usually 
start immediately. 
 
47. FLUSH WITH FLUID 
If you have a vintage Corvette, flush the brake fluid! Years (perhaps decades) of rust, scale, and 
crud manage to collect in the brake lines. In turn, this stops the brake system from working to its 
design potential. The simplest way to flush brake lines is to open up the bleeder screws and let 
Mother Nature do the work. Keep the brake reservoir full with fresh fluid (DOT 3 or better). Repeat 
the process until the expelled fluid is clean. Expect to use a few cans of fresh brake fluid. 
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48. WRENCH FIT 
When thinking about tools, the actual "fit" of the wrench is something most folks ignore. Believe it 
or not, if you have trouble with wrenches that routinely slip off fasteners (and consequently give 
you a case of busted, bleeding knuckles) and regularly round off fastener corners, the problem is 
likely the tool. You see, a good-quality wrench such as the Mac combination wrenches have closer 
tolerances than some department store tools. Keep this stuff in mind. You'll appreciate it if you've 
been spending far too much time reaching for the first aid kit in your shop. 
 
49. COOL-HEADED 
See that weather strip seal between the fan and radiator? This high-temperature seal increases fan 
efficiency considerably. It's like adding a shroud to a conventional engine- driven fan. Try it. It could 
solve a hot-headed Corvette in a heartbeat. 
 
50. DRESSING DOWN 
After the tires on your Corvette are cleaned, allow them to dry completely before applying any 
dressings. Once the dressing is applied, allow it to soak for at least half an hour before you wipe off 
any excess. Of course, this doesn't apply to dressing overspray--wipe that stuff off immediately! 
 
51. McTORQUE 
When tightening any assembly held together with a number of fasteners (for example, Corvette en-
gine parts), Mac Tools states that each fastener should be tightened down a little at a time, going 
to each fastener in turn, until the specified torque has been reached. Mac Tools suggests you fol-
low this practice when torqueing fasteners: 
* Apply 3/4 of the specified torque to each fastener. 
* Reset the wrench and tighten each fastener to the specified torque. 
After tightening all the fasteners, repeat the final tightening to make certain all fasteners are at the 
specified torque. 
 
52. CONE HEADS 
Popular replacement conical-style air filters used in some late-model Corvette performance "kits" 
should be shielded from air movement created by the fan, particularly in EFI applications (where 
they're the most common). If they aren't shielded, the mass-air meter gives incorrect signals to the 
computer. 
 
53. LIGHT HEADED 
When dealing with aluminum cylinder heads and/or aluminum cylinder blocks, cold lash numbers 
can vary greatly from the hot figures. Why? Because aluminum moves around significantly more 
than cast iron when hot. Because of this, you can understand why (and how) valve-lash figures of-
ten become decidedly different with "aluminum" combinations. Although it's difficult to provide hard 
and fast numbers for all cam and engine combinations, Chevrolet offers this advice: "Cold-lash all-
aluminum engines are 0.010 inch tighter than hot-lash specifications." Generally speaking, you can 
use this as a starting point. Some aluminum-head/iron-block combinations are close to an all-iron 
engine in terms of cold lash while others might be any wherefrom 0.005- to 0.010-inch tighter. Do 
what we do: Contact your cam grinder and ask for a specific cold-lash number for your particular 
combination. 
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Puzzles 

OK. So its not a Corvette Word Search but Corvette and Chevrolet are in there some ware. 
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   “Thank You” to our Corporate Sponsors 

 

       
     Zip Liaison: 

       Ray Wells   

   (804) 814-0905  

 

 

Note from the Editor : 

Please be mindful of the deadlines we must meet in order to keep the distribution of the newsletter 

running smoothly. Please make sure all articles, event recaps, and any other information is sent to 

the Newsletter Editor by the 25th of each month to mike67c2@verizon.net  
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Colonial  

Chevrolet  

 Liaison:                

Bubba Carr                                       

(804) 356-8731   
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